Integrating Observations to Sustain our Planet
Increasingly, GEO’s collaborative initiatives will help address regional and local challenges
with greater precision, helping growing economies reduce costs to public sector budgets.
GEO’s work can be broadly categorized as follows:

identifying important observation gaps in four global
initiatives: monitoring biodiversity; reconciling global
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For developed and developing nations battling drought and disease, emergency managers
making evacuation decisions, farmers making planting choices, companies evaluating energy
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User-driven networks and projects
Working to close significant information gaps, GEO
has advanced Earth observations by developing

For nearly a decade, the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) has been driving the interoperability of many thou-

Major new global observation initiatives

new, user-driven networks and projects designed
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systems yield just snapshot assessments, leading to critical gaps in scientific understanding. GEO is addressing

and international organizational collaboration by

solar and wind resources, among many others.

such gaps by providing easy, open access to organized observations that enable an increasingly integrated view
of our changing Earth. For sound science to shape sound policy, leaders and other decision-makers require this
fuller picture as an indispensable foundation of sound decision-making.
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Environment and Climate Change and 2009 Declaration on
Responsible Leadership for a Sustainable Future.
For more information please contact:
GEO Secretariat – 7 bis, avenue de la Paix, CP 2300 – CH-1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland

GEO’s data-sharing principles foster full and open data exchange while recognizing interna-

E-mail: secretariat@geosec.org – Telephone: +41 (0) 22 730 85 05

tional instruments and national policies. Most data can be accessed at no charge or for the cost

www.earthobservations.org

of reproduction.

GEO’s shared approach to data discovery and access, and demonstrated value across essential sectors,
make clear that no matter how effective individual Earth observations, their value multiplies when they work in synergy.
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Under GEO, AirNow-International (AirNow-I) is leverag-
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initiative is a partnership of international agencies moni-

ing a decade of U.S. experience by providing real-time

Earth observations enable new and exciting applications,

ing nations can face severe challenges. In response,

toring earthquakes, volcanoes and other geohazards.

air quality forecasts in China, Europe and Mexico. In

shaping, for instance, the future of mining. Working with

GEONETCast was developed by the China Meteorological

Fundamental scientific research is strengthened through

real-time, decision-makers can quickly and accurately

mining companies, regulatory bodies and others, the

Administration (CMA), the European Organisation for the

broad collaboration and acquisition of in situ and space

provide information about air quality conditions, including
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into Earth observation approaches, such indicators are

data helps ensure access to clean water in India; reliable

of ash dispersion, and more accurate, reliable hazard
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The aim is to support sound mining policy and regulations.

other efforts. In Africa, China, Europe and the Americas,
GEONETCast makes ocean, meteorological, vegetation
and other data and services available to its diverse
user communities.

Emerging GEO Initiatives
Recent GEO activities generated in response to information gaps identified by user communities
include AfriGEOSS and the African Water Cycle Coordination Initiative, Cholera Early Warning
System, Global Carbon Observing System, and Blue Planet, which focuses on oceans and society.

